PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

Most of the few who have known it have for-
gotten It. So that the words 'matter' and 'spirit'
mean different things to the philosopher and
to the layman. In the popular inind, if spirits
are not perceptible it is because the senses
are not sufficiently acute. Spirits are here or
there, diffused over wide areas or concentrated
in narrow spaces. The average Christian, what-
ever he may say to the contrary, is, theoreti-
cally speaking, a materialist, and, I might add,
a polytheist. Whatever matter and spirit mean
to him, and they certainly have a substantial
meaning, the distinction made by the philosopher
is for him non-existent. The following facts
may be of some interest in this connection.
A few years ago, in a conversation with a shop-
clerk, I happened to mention a lead coffin
made hermetic "with solder. He was shocked,
and objected to a dead body being shut up in
a coffin of that description because it prevented
the escape of the soul. This man had had an
ordinary grammar-school education. Here are
two quotations taken from answers of American
College students to questions requesting a descrip-
tion of their idea of God. It should be added
that the questions were given only to classes
which had not yet taken up, or were just begin-
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